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one of the Comneni, who called himself "emperor," but was more than suspected of being in league with Saladin. Richard's seizure of Cyprus was of importance, because he ultimately bestowed it upon the Lusignans, when it became the real base of what remained of the Latin kingdom of Jerusalem, the outpost of Western Christianity in the East.
The Christians were beseiging Acre, and Saladin was beseiging the beseigers. The arrival of the new host compelled Saladin to withdraw. Acre fell, and then Philip of France went home to plot against his dangerous adversary, Richard. The Christians were violently divided into factions by the rival claims of Guy of Lusignan and Conrad of Montferrat to the title of King of Jerusalem. Richard supported Guy. The quarrel was patched up, and it was agreed that Guy should hold the crown, and should be succeeded by Conrad. Then Conrad was murdered by emissaries of the "old man of the mountain," the powerful chief of the sect called the Assassins, from whom the term assassin is derived. It was then that the Crusaders agreed in conferring the crown of Jerusalem upon Henry of Champagne, and Richard gave Cyprus to Guy of Lusignan as compensation.
Nevertheless, the dissensions of the great host, fomented by the personal antagonism which Richard had a natural genius for arousing, ruined the chances of the ably conceived operations which Richard had designed as the acknowledged military chief of the army. In. spite of prodigious feats of valor, he found himself obliged to give up the idea of capturing Jerusalem. Saladin was ready to make terms, and in 1192 a truce was made which gave the ports for the most part into the hands of the Christians, and kept Jerusalem in the hands of Saladin. Christendom never made another such effort as that of the Third Crusade.
When Richard was on his way home, he fell into the hands of Leopold of Austria, another of the magnates with whom he had quarrelled before Acre. Leopold handed him over to Henry VL, who kept him a prisoner until an enormous ransom was paid, Richard, King of England, did homage to the Emperor as his vassal. There is, however, some doubt whether this homage was in respect of the kingdom of England or of the kingdom of the Arelate, which was given to Richard, though it did not pass to his brother on his death. In effect, nothing more was heard of kings of England paying homage to the Emperor.
A year after the truce Saladin died. He had put an end to the prospect of any farther advance of the Christian arms in the East; but in fact his triumphs over the Latin kingdom had only formed a, part of his design of consolidating a great sultanate over Western Asia. Actually, however, he had accomplished little more than the overthrow of the Shiites and the establishment of Sunnite supremacy